SYLLABUS   Fall 2006

COR.D*301 - Cultural Studies II: The Social Construction and Images of 

Menstruation

Prof. David Linton- Room 517, Main 212-517-0642- dlinton@mmm.edu
Course Description

This course examines the ways that the physical phenomenon of menstruation has been represented in various media and the meaning and significance that have been attributed to it.  Students will study television and film representations, advertising practices, semantic variations, and the shaping of attitudes as well as variation in views of menstruation over time and across various cultures.  

Learning Goals

If we have been mutually successful, by the end of the term students will have learned:

1. How biological functions can accrue social meaning

2. How the meaning of menstruation has been shaped to serve political, social, power and role objectives;

3. How social gender roles are reflected in menstrual customs and traditions;

4. How menstruation has taken on symbolic meanings;

5. How menstrual product advertising had reflected social values;

6. How social taboos reflect and reinforce cultural values.

Grading

-Participation and attendance



20%

-Final research report




30%

-Book review





20%

-Short response papers (3 to 5 pages)


30%

Excellent attendance is required.  All absences must be explained in writing.  Lateness is severely frowned on and repeated late arrivals will be treated as an absence.  Grades may be lowered for excessive absence.

Academic integrity is expected.  Academic dishonesty includes cheating, plagiarism, unauthorized collaboration, and any act designed to avoid participating honestly in the learning process. Academic dishonesty will result in a failing grade for the assignment in question and an automatic report to the Dean’s office. It is also grounds for failure for the course and suspension from MMC.  Students are urged to review the policy statement in the MMC Student Handbook.

Text: Delaney, Lupton & Toth.  The Curse: A Cultural History of Menstruation, Revised Edition, U. of Illinois Press, 1998.  Additional reading assignments will also be made.

